
DECEMBER 21, 2021

DATES TO REMEMBER
December 22

December 23
through
December 31

January 3

One-Hour Early Dismissal

Board of Directors Special, 
Non-Voting Meeting
4 p.m. in SPHS Cafeteria

Winter Break
No School

Classes Resume

GIVING BACK THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
South Park students, families and staff have shown their generosity this holiday season through numerous opportunities to support those in 
need. 

At South Park Elementary Center, students and staff were encouraged to bring in new, unwrapped toys during the Stuff-a-Bus toy drive, 
benefiting Toys for Tots. This year’s toy drive ended up being the biggest one in recent years! On Friday, December 3, Mr. Quast and some 
fourth grade elves loaded all of the toys onto a school bus and took them to the 96.1 KISS-FM toy drive in Robinson.

At South Park Middle School, eighth grade student Gavin Aultz organized a Sweats for Vets donation drive. Gavin collected sweatshirts and 
sweatpants for veterans at the Southwestern Veterans Center. 

Throughout December at South Park Middle School, students and staff donated non-perishable food items for the annual SPMS food drive. 
The food items were donated to the Shiloh Food Bank in South Park.

At South Park High School, the Interact Club organized two donation drives to support our troops and local children. First, high school 
students donated decorated shoeboxes full of supplies for American troops. These care packages included toiletries, snacks and some 
comforts of home. Also, the Interact Club helped to collect dozens of gifts for local children in need. Interact Club students organized the 
wrapped presents and packed them in school vans to deliver them to local families this holiday season.

Thank you, South Park, for your generosity once again this holiday season!
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
South Park High School Class of 2021 
graduate Karis Schwartzbauer enlisted in 
the Army National Guard her senior year 
of high school. Karis left South Park in July 
2021 for training in Missouri and Texas and 
hasn’t been home since. That is until Friday, 
December 17. That day, she flew back 
home to Pittsburgh for a two-week holiday 
visit. But her fifth-grade brother, Michael, 
didn’t know Karis was coming home.
That afternoon, Michael was getting 
ready to play a game of dodgeball during 
gym class when his sister, Karis, walked 
in to surprise him. Michael ran down the 
bleachers to hug his sister. Karis then 
joined in on the game of dodgeball!

Welcome home and thank you for your 
service, Karis!

To see a video of the reunion, click here.

COMPETITION SUCCESS
Two groups of South Park Middle School students showed off their problem-solving skills at a 
recent competition. The students competed in the Future Problem Solving Competition at TJ 
High School on Wednesday, December 8. The competition encourages students to use critical 
thinking and teamwork to solve a given scenario.

Congratulations to Lillian Pritts, Rocco Stock and Lucas Wendt who took first place at the 
competition and to Emma Ferguson, Alix Beaver and London Donaldson who took third 
place at the competition. The students now advance to the next round of the competition in 
January.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://fb.watch/a0fH0F7t50/
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GRAND REOPENING
Several months after a new partnership between South Park 
High School and Coffee Tree Roasters, the coffee shop inside the 
cafeteria at the high school celebrated its grand reopening on 
Friday, December 3.  Since 2017, the South Perk Cafe has been part 
of the special education department’s vocational programming at 
South Park High School. The cafe is staffed and operated by high 
school students, giving them valuable retail and customer service 
experience.
 
District and high school administrators and high school teacher 
Mrs. Alexandra Youssef have been meeting with the owner and 
employees from Coffee Tree Roasters about the retailer’s Brewing 
Success program for months. The initiative brings Coffee Tree 
Roasters retail locations to area high schools for job training and 
employment skill-building. The partnership with Coffee Tree 
Roasters allowed the district to purchase equipment that can be 
found at Coffee Tree Roasters and coffee shops throughout the 
area. The Brewing Success program also connects South Park 
High School with training and support from Coffee Tree Roasters 
employees. High school students, with the help of high school 
staff, including paraprofessional and cafe manager Mrs. Kathy 
Coologhan, make and serve the drinks and work the cash register.
 
The coffee shop has been open for several months already, but 
the December 3 grand reopening celebrated the new partnership, 
opportunities, menu items and the debut of special holiday flavors. 
The coffee shop serves hot and cold drinks from homeroom 
through all lunches at South Park High School. Specialty drinks 
include lattes, smoothies and teas. The special holiday flavors 
include peppermint, peppermint bark and cookie butter. 
Throughout the day, there were games and contests for students 
and staff to win free drinks.

HONORS BAND SELECTION
South Park High School junior Dakota Thompson was selected 
for the PMEA District 1 Honors Band Festival on bass clarinet. The 
festival took place November 19-21 and was conducted by Dr. 
Scott C. Tobias, Director of Bands at West Virginia University. Dakota 
auditioned for the honors ensemble in early October and was 
one of just three students selected on bass clarinet. She was also 
selected to participate in the PMEA District 1 West Band Festival, 
which will take place at the end of January. The honors band 
featured students from 35 school districts across Allegheny, Fayette, 
Greene, Washington and Westmoreland counties. The festival 
concluded with a concert on Sunday at North Hills Middle School. 
Congratulations to Dakota for her selection and for an outstanding 
performance!

FESTIVE PINATAS
Senorita McCaig’s Spanish IV students have been learning about 
holiday traditions in Latin America. To conclude the lesson, the 
students made traditional pinatas. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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BOARD REORGANIZATION; 2022 MEETING DATES
At the annual reorganization meeting on Monday, December 6, 2021, four recently re-
elected Board of Directors members began their new, four-year terms. The oaths of office 
were administered by Honorable Michael Thatcher to Mr. John Innocenti, Mr. Wayne Perry 
and Mr. Patrick Sable. The oath of office was administered to Mr. Norman Solomon the week 
of December 6.

During the reorganization meeting, the Board of Directors elected leadership for 2022. 
The board re-appointed Mr. John Innocenti as president and Mr. Frank Wentzel as vice 
president. Mr. Nicholas Rudolph was re-appointed as assistant board secretary. Mr. Patrick 
Sable was re-appointed as the 2022 legislative representative to the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association. Mr. Wayne Perry was re-appointed as the 2022 representative for the 
Southeastern Area Special Schools and Steel Center for Career and Technical Education 
board. Mr. Perry will also serve as the 2022 SHASDA (South Hills Area School District 
Association) representative.

The Board of Directors also set meeting dates for 2022. The board will meet on January 13, 
February 10, March 10, April 13, May 12, June 9, August 11, September 8, October 13 and  
November 10. No meeting is scheduled for July. The board will hold its Reorganization/
Regular Meeting on December 6. All meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will be held in 
the cafeteria at South Park High School. Changes to meeting dates and/or locations will be 
posted on the district’s website.

NON-VOTING  
MEETING
The South Park School District Board 
of Directors has scheduled a Special, 
Non-Voting Meeting for the purpose 
of discussing addition and renovation 
projects at South Park Elementary Center 
on Wednesday, December 22, 2021 at 4 
p.m. The meeting will be held in the South 
Park High School cafeteria.

HOLIDAY PARADE
Everyone knows about the popular Thanksgiving parade in New York City. But did you know 
another Thanksgiving parade happens here in South Park?!

The day before fall break, the fourth grade class showed off their creativity during the third 
annual SPEC Thanksgiving Day parade. The parade featured floats and balloons all built 
and designed by the fourth grade class. The rest of the school briefly stepped out of their 
classrooms and into the halls to get a glimpse of the parade as it passed by.

ALL-STATE HONORS
Congratulations to two South Park fall 
athletes for taking home all-state honors. 
Faith Fetsko was named to the all-state 
volleyball team, and Preston Cecotti 
was named to the all-state soccer team. 
Congratulations, Faith and Preston!

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict


EAGLE EYE

PAGE 5

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
On December 15, the  2021 VFW Patriot’s Pen winners were awarded at a formal ceremony 
at the South Park Recreation Center. The recipients were given a certificate of merit for their 
outstanding essays and participation. The top 15 awardees from South Park Middle School 
were: Aubrey Jones, Lucas Guzek, Grant Newell, William Hays, Gabrielle Peiritsh, Layna 
Lewis, Leland Stone, Chase Hammack, Derek Goodman, Delaney Farine, Nicholas Danzuso, 
Christian Hunter, Nathan Kozel, Kassidy Knauss and Jacob McKee.
 
The top three placing winners were also presented with a VFW pin and a monetary prize. The 
top three winners from SPMS were:
 

Third Place: William Hays
Second Place: Grant Newell 

First Place: Lucas Guzek
 
Lucas Guzek read his essay to the audience. Upon receiving the monetary check, he 
promptly decided to return the check and requested that it be donated to Toys for Tots. 
Lucas showed what being a good American truly means. Lucas and all of the awardees made 
us all proud to be members of the SPMS community. A special thank you is given to all of the 
members of the VFW Post 6667, The Women’s Auxiliary, and especially to Ms. Ashley Abbey 
for coordinating all of the essays and the awards ceremony. 

SPREADING HOLIDAY 
CHEER
After a year off, the South Park High 
School concert choir resumed its annual 
choir tour on Thursday, December 9. The 
students traveled to the elementary center, 
Paramount Senior Living Bethel Park and 
Paramount Senior Living South Hills to 
perform some favorite holiday tunes and 
spread some musical cheer!

HONORING VETERANS
As part of the social studies curriculum in Mrs. Baldigowski’s sixth grade classes, students 
learned about the Veterans Day holiday last month. Students discussed the root of the 
holiday in Armistice Day, which brought an end to the hostilities of World War I. Additionally, 
they learned about an elite group of soldiers called Sentinels that guards the revered Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. As a culminating activity, students 
were asked to write letters of thanks to veterans to be sent to local military bases and 
hospitals to show their gratitude for their selfless acts of service. Veterans received these 
letters to coincide with the holiday. 

If the students wondered at all about the impact their letters would have on local veterans, 
they need not wonder any longer. On Wednesday, November 24, the students received 
a surprise in the mail. Members of the 171st Air Refueling Wing wrote a heartfelt letter of 
gratitude to the students and included an American flag and Certificate of Appreciation. 
Students felt an enormous sense of pride knowing that their small acts of kindness left such 
a lasting impression on local veterans. They wish to thank all of the members of the 171st Air 
Refueling Wing, and especially Colonel Raymond L. Hyland for this generous recognition. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
http://sparksd.org/2021-2022/DelayClosures21-22


EAGLE EYE

GRINCH DAY IN FIRST GRADE

South Park School District • 2005 Eagle Ridge Drive • South Park, PA 15129 • (412) 655-3111 
The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 

abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.

The South Park School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or any other legally protected classification in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,  

Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act.

Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Lorraine Blackburn •  Mark Depretis 

Angela Girol • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon

http://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict

